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Team Rector Revd Canon Andrew Studdert-Kennedy

andrewsk1959@btinternet.com 01672 514357
Team Vicar Revd lan Cooper 01672 513408
lancoopermriboro@aol.com

Curate Tim Seago 01672 511820
timseago@btinternet.com

Associate Minister Revd Dr David Maurice 01672 514119

david_maurice2000@yahoo.com
Children’s Work Co-ordinator & Fusion Christian Sch ool Club

Leader Annie Studdert-Kennedy 01672 514357

anniestuddertkennedy@hotmail.com

Pastoral Care Co-ordinator Alison George 01672 514415

alisontgeorge@talktalk.net

Team Office & PCC Secretary Laura Willis 01672 512357

marlb.anglicanteam@tiscali.co.uk

Church Wardens:- lan Perryman 01672 514550
Gillian Keily 01672 512060

PCC Treasurer Support Roger Wheeler 01672 515503

RogerWheeler.R@gmail.com
Treasurer Support Assistant Michael Reynolds 01672 511199
michaelreynolds44@btinternet.com

Organist Vacant

Bell Ringers contact Dorothy Blythe 01672 512993
(Practice Tuesday evenings 7.30 pm - 9.00 pm at St. Mary’s
& Sunday Service ringing at 9.30 am).

Home Groups contact David Maurice 01672 514119
Church Hall Bookings Alison Selby 01672 511128
Devotion Youth Project Peta O’Brien 07584 498664
www.devotion-marlborough.co.uk

Mustard Seed Book & Coffee Shop 01672 511611
mustardseedmarlborough@yahoo.co.uk

St. Mary’s Infant School 01672 513101
St. Peter’s Junior School 01672 513158
St. John’s Secondary School 01672 516156

www.marlboroughanglicanteam.org.uk
(Recent updates can be found under ‘Latest News! on the home page)



A Bible in one hand, a newspaper in the other

It was by accident rather than design that the Occupy Protest movement set
up its camp outside St. Paul’'s Cathedral back in October. As | write, the camp
is still there and members of the Cathedral Chapter are in conversation with
some of Occupy’s representatives.

Whatever may be thought about the manner of the protest, there is no
doubting the significance of the issue that lies at its heart, namely the deep
unease about the way our economic system functions. Much has been made
of the symbolism of flimsy tents outside the bulk of the Cathedral but one of
the striking things has been the expectation that ‘the church’ should have
something to say on the whole issue. People who may well regard
themselves as non-religious, and certainly not as church goers, still look to
the church for some guidance.

It's not just our economy that is broken. So, too, are parts of our society. Last
summer’s riots were seen by some to be indicative of this and again the
church was expected to contribute to the ensuing debate about what might
‘be done’.

The place of religion in our society is complex. Whilst church attendance
might be in decline and whilst knowledge of the Christian story appears to be
diminishing, the need for the different voice and bigger perspective that
religion offers seems to be greater than ever.

This represents both a challenge and an opportunity for present day
Christians; we need to be attentive to both the Christian tradition and to our
culture. As theologian Karl Barth advised his students, "We hold the Bible in
one hand and today's newspaper in the other, if we are to be faithful to
what we know and who we are."

In addition to scripture and our surrounding culture, Christians learn from
each other. The kind of reflection that Barth rightly encourages is much better
done together. That's why | wish to encourage as many of you as possible to
take part in this year’s Lent Groups. We are using a York Course called
Handing on the Torch — Sacred words for a secular w  orld.

The course looks at some of the very issues | have mentioned and
encourages us to reflect on current culture through a Christian prism before
we consider imaginative ways in which we might hand on the torch of faith to
those who are beyond the church but who are open to the Gospel.

Details of the practical arrangements such as the times and venues of group
meetings will be in church from the beginning of February. Ash Wednesday is
22" February so groups will start to meet in the week beginning Monday
February 27" Why not join in and make this a Lent to remember?

Andrew



St. Peter’s Junior School

St. Mary’s Mission supported the Walking Bus and Breakfast Club at St.

Peter’s School. Headteacher, Caroline Spindlow, wrote to Gill McColl in

January this year to thank her for the donation from St. Mary’s. It helped
cover a shortfall in their funding from Children in Need.

Caroline writes: ‘This continues to be a really appropriate way for us to
raise standards and support those families in our community who are
most in need. We are very grateful for the church’s continued support

with this project.’

Simon Taylor

Following Simon's death we would like to thank everybody for their !
. cards, kind words and thoughts. It was very comforting to know that so
many people were thinking of us at such a sad time. :

during his two year battle with cancer. He was always reassured that |

somewhere within the church community he was remembered in

We would also like to thank the many people who attended Simon's
. funeral at St. Mary's on December 2. The service was a great tribute to
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- | know that Simon was truly heartened by all those who prayed for him !
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a wonderful man who will be loved and remembered every day.
The collection for Prospect Hospice, in Simon's memory,
has now reached over £2,000.

Our heartfelt thanks again.
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Marlborough Town Council &
Marlborough Churches Together
Invite you to a service to celebrate the

60th Anniversary of
The Queen’s Accession
at St. Mary’s Church,
7.30pm on J

ﬁ Monday, 6 February g @@
- =M (Refreshments for alll t‘- :

& available in the Town l*ij

Hall afterwards)

St Mary’s Quiz and
Fish & Chip Supper

Friday, 24 February :
7.30pm
in St. Mary’s Church Hall.

Places are limited and we do
need to know numbers in
advance so we can arrange
supper. Please fill in the sheet at
the back of the church, email
sarah.garrett@nationwide.co.uk
or phone Keith Fryer: 511834 to
book your place. Cost: £6 for
adult and £3 for children.




Falklands Islands New Years Day Church Service 2012

January 1% 2012 and | am fortunate enough to spend the morning at the
communion service at the military church of St Cuthbert's at Mount Pleasant
on the East Island of the Falkland Islands.

The Falkland Islands are approx 18,000 miles from England and involve
flying from RAF Brize Norton on a 9 hour flight to Ascension Island on the
equator, a 2 hour stop over and change of airline crew and then another 8
1/2 hour flight to the Falkland Islands. The time difference is only 3 hours
behind UK time. The next land mass is South Georgia and then Antarctica,
so although in December it is summer in the Falklands the temperature is
rarely above 18c and it is always windy. The population of the Island is
approx 2,000 people.

The reason for pointing all of this out is that the service at the church was
attended by less than 20 people and the theme and sermon, given by the
military free church chaplain was about the Three Kings, their gifts to Jesus
and the inclusivity of the events at that time. The sermon highlighted the
need for inclusivity within all of our lives, races and churches and what
really resonated with me is that where ever we are in the world we are
included and welcomed in God's family as Christians. However we must
remember this in all of our daily lives and whether we meet kings bearing
gifts or paupers born in stables we must be inclusive and welcoming. God
will come again and we must be ready to welcome and include him then,
now and forever in our lives.

The night before, New Years Eve, | had had the enormous privilege of going
on a helicopter ride to a near by Island called Sea lion Island. We saw
penguins, elephant seals and sea lions all as God had intended in their
natural habitat. It was one of the most memorable days of my life. We then
joined a New Years eve party that night in the Officers mess, and very jolly it
was. However as we all spoke of New Year resolutions, | was stumped. |
could just say all the usual things about eating less to loose weight, saving
money and getting fit, but none of it felt quite what | should be doing.

The next morning in church, God definitely spoke to me through the prayers
and sermon, my resolution for this year must be inclusivity, and the enormity
of what that involves. Will it be to undertake more in the church here at St.
Mary's, will it be to include and invite more people to come and hear the
word of the Lord? | would love to think so. But what | do know is that if we
all include God in all that we do, as his included children he will lead us and
guide us in this resolution.

Thank you Lord, for including me in your family. Thank you for the inclusion
of all Christians everywhere and the joy, rest and peace we can all share
knowing you are Lord. Amen.

Ruth Fleming



g‘ggg’rd Books to help you dig deeper this Lent

Love Unknown - by Ruth Burrows is the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent
Book this year. ‘This book is a must for all who wish to pray realistically. The
writer knows the ups and downs of prayer but has persevered despite and in
spite of everything. Ruth Burrows makes clear that effective prayer begins and
ends with Jesus and the focus must always be on Him. The book is written in a
way that you can read it in short sections for reflection and meditation.’

God Lost and Found - by John Pritchard (Bishop of Oxford)

When you dig a bit below the surface, you are likely to discover that many of us
who attend church regularly feel we have lost touch with a living experience of
God. This sympathetic book is for those who aren’t satisfied with pious answers
to real questions and disappointments. John Pritchard offers starting points
from which we might rediscover and re-imagine a more realistic faith in the God
who is ever present whether apprehended or not.

The Nail - being part of the Passion by Bishop Stephen Cottrell

Eight imaginative reflections on Christ’s crucifixion. Each one consists of a bibli-
cal reading, a narrative from the perspective of a key witness to the crucifixion
and a short prayer. The text seeks to draw the reader into the drama and
recognise their role within it.

The Heart's Time - by Janet Morley

A poem and reflective comment for every day of Lent including both familiar and
unexpected poems. It will appeal to existing poetry lovers as well as those who
want to start exploring how poems can be a resource for our spiritual lives.

The Way of the Desert - by Andrew Watson (BRF Lent Daily Readings
Book) A Lenten journey from Ash Wednesday to Easter Day, from the parting of
the Red Sea to Israel’'s entry into the promised land; combining OT scriptures
with insights from the Gospels, Andrew Watson reveals the continuing relevance
of the exodus story to all who seek to follow Christ.

Sacred Space for Lent - Based on the lectionary reading for each day, this is
a very popular format for those wanting to spend a moment being still each day.

www.mustardseedbooks.com

Handing on the Torch Lent 2012

This Lent, in small home groups, we will be studying
the York course "Handing on the Torch" - sacred
words for a secular world - this looks at the current
and future place of Christianity in Western culture.

This five week course starts in the week of Monday,
27" February. Forms to join a group can be found at
k YORK the back of St. Mary’s or from the Team Office.
- More information from Alison Selby (511128)




2 Feb

3 Feb
6 Feb

7 Feb

8 Feb
9 Feb

15 Feb

18 Feb
19 Feb

20 Feb
21 Feb

22 Feb

23 Feb
24 Feb

7.30pm Marlborough Churches Together Open Meeting at
Christchurch

7.30pm ‘Out of the Ashes’ Peter Gladwin talks for Mustard Seed
in the back room at The Bear, Marlborough

8.00pm Men’s Night Out at The Bear, Marlborough

7.30pm Celebrate the 60th Anniversary of The Queen’s
Accession at St. Mary’s with Marlborough Churches Together
and Marlborough Town Council (see page 4)

2.45pm Women'’s Fellowship at Christchurch with slides of
Malaysia to support Women's World Day of Prayer

7.30pm Bite Size Learning: ‘Encountering Spiritual Difficulties’ at
Church Croft, Royal Wootton Bassett.

12noon ‘Soup Group’ Widows Friendship Group at 40 St Martins
7.30pm The Filling Station, Marlborough at St. Peter’s School
with Rev Candice Marcus (Team Vicar in the Whitton Team

& Development and Mission officer in Marlborough Deanery)
11.15am Songs of Praise at Merlin Court

7.30pm Ladies Supper Evening (contact Carolyn Gittins: 861591
carogittins@hotmail.co.uk)

10.00am-3.00pm Diocesan Synod Meeting at Corfe Mullen
3.30pm Songs of Praise at Marlborough Lodge

6.00pm Bite Size Learning ‘A Service of Music, Prayer and
Meditation at St. Michael’'s Church, Aldbourne

7.30pm Deanery Standing Committee Meeting at The Rectory
12noon-2.00pm Chapter Meeting at Preshute

7.30pm ‘How does God act in the World?’ at St. George’s
10.30am Communion Service at St. Mary’s with the imposition of
ashes (voluntary)

8.00pm Team Communion Service for Ash Wednesday with the
Imposition of ashes (voluntary) at St. George’s

3.30pm Songs of Praise at Coombe End Court

7.30pm St. Mary’s Quiz & Fish and Chip Supper in Church Hall
(more information on page 4)

Devotion Update

We send our best wishes to Peta who goes on maternity leave on
19" February. The Cell Group will be continuing on Sundays @ 7pm.

The Next Step will be disbanding. More information at:
www.devotion-marlborough.co.uk

Please continue to pray for the students in our local schools and that the

churches can find ways to resource the needs that they have.



5 Feb 8.00am Holy Communion
3 before Lent 10.00am All Age Worship & Baptism of
Martha Elizabeth Gittins
12 Feb 8.00am Holy Communion
2 before Lent 10.00am Parish Communion
5.30pm Informal Worship
19 Feb 8.00am Holy Communion
1 before Lent 10.00am Parish Communion
12.00pm Baptism of Olivia Louise McCaoll
5.30pm Informal Worship
26 Feb 8.00am Holy Communion BCP
Lent 1 10.00am Parish Communion
5.30pm Informal Worship

(Sunday School & Creche every Sunday except the first Sunday of the month)

Every Wednesday at St. Mary’s: 8.00am Morning Prayers
10.30am Holy Communion

Wednesday’s during February: 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29

Ash Wednesday: 22 February 10.30am with the imposition of ash (voluntary)

Forthcoming Events

Friday, 2" March, 10.30 am at Christchurch
‘Let Justice Prevail’
Women'’s World Day of Prayer
prepared by the Christian women of Malaysia.

Saturday, 3™ March at St. Mary’s at 7.30pm
Marlborough Concert Orchestra ‘Spring Concert’

Thursday, 15" March 12.30pm-2.00pm
Mustard Seed author event at St. Mary’'s
with Bishop Tom Butler
a regular contributor on "Thought For The Day' (Radio 4)

Saturday, 31°' March 7.00pm at St. Mary’s
Celebrate John Donne Day with a live performance by James Clarkson
‘The Monarch of Wit' - free entry - retiring collection in aid of St. Mary’s
(a celebration of the life and mind of John Donne)




